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To the moſt Honorable Afdemblic the Commons” 
Houle of Parliament, I& 
The humble Petition of the Engliſh Brokers lawfully admitted ts deale between 
A on Tr Adarchants in London | 
017; oSrt hl wmbly Sh rrorme: 
| Hat for many ages palt,it was the vſc and cuſtome of the Citric of London, that 

[ none bur freemen of that Cittie being Englilh men borne, and houſcſholders, 

{hould be admwitred toexcerliſe the rrade of a Broker betweene Marchant and Mar- 
chanr,whereby great comodity didariſe tothe Comon Wealth for many yecrs togerher, 

Thar in cheſe dayes many ſtrangers borne,and the ſonnes of Alicns,and others not Jaw- 
fully admicred,doe vie and exerciſe Brocage betweene \Jarchants,by which mcancs many 
intolerable and in{upportable wiſcheites do daylie happ© vnto rhis Kingdome and Statc. 

T he Petitioners tur ther (newes that thoſe commodities which in times paſt did ariſe to 
the Common Wealth , by the admiſſion onely of Englith Brokers,cannort conuenicntly be 
rceeſtabliſhed, nor the wiſchictes now daylic happening to this State, by the permiflion of 
Strangers Brokers, be preuented orreformed bur onely by authority of Parliament, 

The Petitioners therefore moſt humbly pray, that torrhe reaſons hereunroannexed 
ir may be ordeyned, that from hencetorthno ſtranger : nor the ſonnes ot any Alica 
ſhall exerciſe Brocage in any wile, in any place of his Highnes Dominions, 

The Reaſons. 

The Commodities arri/i,i, tothe Common wealth by the admi ſſion onely of Eneliſh Broker: : 

Firſt they ſhalbe witneliles of all ſales made by ſtrangers of Marchandizes imported, 
and ſhall keepe aperticuler remembrance of what Marchandize, by whom, vnto whom, 
and for how much the ſame ſhalbefould, by which meanes the ſtate vpon all occalions 
may be truely enformed, of the nature of their trading,and the difference betwecne their 
importation, and tranſportation. 

Secondly the debts eſtate and{ubſtance of the ftraingers may be hereby vpon all neceſſa- 
ry occaſions diſcouered, as alſo how much monyes they put ouer by Exchange: and what 
ſomes they haue at Intereſt, - | 

Thirdly, the tradeof Engliſh ſubie&s wilbe hereby greatly aduanced, becauſe Stran- 
gers or Aliens ought notto trade, ordeale one wicu another in this Kingdome, bur arc to 
ſell cheir commodities imported onely to his Maicſties Engliſh ſubjects. 


The inconuentences happening to this State by the permiſſion of Stranzers and the ſounes of 


Altens to be Brokers. 

Firſt thereby the Strangers is made acquainted with the ſecrets ofour trade and dealings 
in thisLand, for they haue Brokers and Fattors of their owne nations, notonely in Lon- 
don, but in Exceter, Norwich, Colcheſter, Canterbury, Sandwich, and man y other placcs, 
who bye and ſell forchem in this Kingdome , both ingrofle and by retaile, allmanner of 


Clothes and Stuffes,made and wrought aſwell by ſtrangers as Engliſh,thereby driuing a 


wounderful' home trade In tat” r:alme , to their priuate iariching, and impoueriſhment 
of rhe Engliſh borne ſubieRs. 

Secondly, by permiſhon of Strangers Brokers theeſtate of the Marchant Stranger is 
kept ſecret, and by reaſon that noaccompr is take of their trading, it is to be ſuſpected that 
their moneyes are made ouer by Exchange, or molton into Bullion, and tranſported in 
reipect, that filuer carrieth a hither price in forraigne parts then in this Kingdome, and 
chat there is ſuch ſcarſity therofinthis Land. 

Thirdly the ftrangers Brokers , ſeekeing the profit of the Marchant ſtrangers and onely 
how toſell his commodities at the vttermoſt price,and the Marchant itrangers likewile, 
wiſhing the profic onely of the ſtrangers Brokers :the prices of forraigne Marchandize are 
cheerby inhaunced the value ofthe commgdities of this Land : much debaſed , and the 
{aile of forraigne commodities imported into this Land, by Engliſh Marchants greately 
neglected and hindered. | | D | 

By which rcafon it playnely appearcth that b y the ſuppreſſion of ſtrangers Brokers 
and admiſſion onely ot the Engliſh , the trade of ſtrangers wil be diſcouered, the dea- 
lings of the Engliſh kept ſecret, the natives of this realme relctued,and the conveying 
oucr of monyes by exchange and tranſportacon of Bullion the better preueared. 
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